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Publication Number 
100-3 

Manual Section Number 
50.1 

Version Number 
1 

Effective Date of this Version 
1/1/2001 

Implementation Date 
1/1/2001 

Benefit Category 
Durable Medical Equipment 

Note: This may not be an exhaustive list of all applicable Medicare benefit categories 
for this item or service.  

Coverage Topic 
Durable Medical Equipment 

Item/Service Description 
Speech generating devices are defined as speech aids that provide an individual who 
has a severe speech impairment with the ability to meet his functional speaking 
needs. Speech generating are characterized by: 

 Being a dedicated speech device, used solely by the individual who has a 
severe speech impairment.  

 May have digitized speech output, using pre-recorded messages, less than or 
equal to 8 minutes recording time.  

 May have digitized speech output, using pre-recorded messages, greater than 
8 minutes recording time.  

 May have synthesized speech output, which requires message formulation by 
spelling and device access by physical contact with the device-direct selection 
techniques.  

 May have synthesized speech output, which permits multiple methods of 
message formulation and multiple methods of device access.  



 May be software that allows a laptop computer, desktop computer or personal 
digital assistant (PDA) to function as a speech generating device.  

Devices that would not meet the definition of speech generating devices and 
therefore, do not fall within the scope of §1861(n) of the Act are characterized by: 

 Devices that are not dedicated speech devices, but are devices that are 
capable of running software for purposes other than for speech generation, e.g., 
devices that can also run a word processing package, an accounting program, or 
perform other non-medical function.  

 Laptop computers, desktop computers, or PDAs, which may be programmed 
to perform the same function as a speech generating device, are non-covered 
since they are not primarily medical in nature and do not meet the definition of 
DME. For this reason, they cannot be considered speech generating devices for 
Medicare coverage purposes.  

 A device that is useful to someone without severe speech impairment is not 
considered a speech generating device for Medicare coverage purposes.  

Indications and Limitations of Coverage 
Effective January 1, 2001, augmentative and alternative communication devices or 
communicators, which are hereafter referred to as "speech generating devices" are 
now considered to fall within the DME benefit category established by §1861(n) of 
the Act. They may be covered if the contractor’s medical staff determines that the 
patient suffers from a severe speech impairment and that the medical condition 
warrants the use of a device based on the definitions above. 

Transmittal Number 
158 

Transmittal Link 
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/transmittals/downloads/R158CIM.pdf

Revision History 
11/2000 - Added new section, and defined speech generating devices. Effective and 
implementation dates January 1, 2001. (TN 132) (CR 1328) 

09/2002 - Corrected section to include material that was inadvertently deleted via 
transmittal 150.  Effective date NA. (TN 158) (No change request number.) 
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