How to Use the Database
General Instructions

The Insurer & Health Benefits Plan SGD Approvals Database is designed to be simple to use.  The Database presents the information in 4 columns: 

	Approval Number  
	Insurer or Health Plan Name
	Device Approved
	User Diagnosis


To enable easy searching, each insurer or health plan is listed in alphabetical order.

Identifying Whether an Insurer or Health 

Benefits Plan Previously Approved an SGD

Use the Database to identify whether a specific insurer or health benefits plan is listed as a past SGD funding source.  

Step 1: Scroll down through the alphabetical list of names in Column 2 until the insurer or health plan in question is found or until its place in the alphabetical list is passed.  

Step 2:  If the insurer or health plan is listed, note the first approval number in Column 1, then continue to scroll through the list until the next name appears.  Note the last number in which the insurer’s or health plan’s name is listed.   

Step 3: Subtract the two numbers to identify the total number of previous SGD approvals for this insurer or health plan in the Database.
Inserting Database Information in Funding Documentation

Anyone interested in SGD funding by insurers and health plans, including SLPs, advocates, family members, SGD manufacturer funding staff, and staff at other funding programs such as Medicaid and public schools, should review the Database to determine whether a current client’s insurer or health plan is listed. 

If the current client’s insurer or health plan is listed, this fact, including the total number of reported previous SGD approvals, should be included in the documentation submitted with a funding request.  This information should be included in a separate cover letter or inserted in the assessment report.  Specifically, the insurer or health benefits plan should be asked to compare all previous approvals to the current client’s policy or plan to determine whether material differences exist.  If there are no material differences, then the current client’s request should be approved.  Also, the notice should make clear that even if material differences do exist, this client’s request should be approved anyway because it meets all the relevant criteria for approval in his or her policy or plan.  

A sample paragraph follows when a single previous SGD approval is noted:

A previous SGD approval by _____________ (name the insurer 

or health plan) is identified in the Assistive Technology Law 

Center’s Insurer & Health Benefits Plan SGD Approvals Database.  

The Database is posted and available for review at www.aacfunding help.com.  We request that you review that previous approval to 

determine whether material differences exist between the scope of coverage in this client’s ___________ (policy or plan) and that of 

the client whose SGD was approved.  If no material differences exist, 

then this funding request should be approved as a matter of 

consistency and rational decision making.  However, this request 

should be approved even if material differences are found between 

the previous case and this one because ______________(insert 

client’s name) meets all the relevant criteria for approval in _______ 

(his or her) ________ (policy or plan).  

A sample paragraph follows when multiple previous SGD approvals are noted:


A review of the Assistive Technology Law Center’s Insurer 

& Health Benefits Plan SGD Approvals Database reveals that 

______________ (name the insurer or health plan) has approved 

__ (insert the total) SGDs for other clients.  The Database is posted 

and available for review at www.aacfundinghelp.com.  We request 

that you review each of the previous approval to determine whether 

there are material differences between the scope of coverage in this client’s __________ (policy or plan) and that of any client whose SGD 

was approved.  If no material differences exist with any of those 

previous approvals, then this funding request should be approved as a matter of consistency and rational decision making.  

However, this request should be approved even if material differences 

are found between all previous cases and this one because ______ 

___________ (insert client’s name) meets all the relevant criteria for approval in _______ (his or her)  ________ (policy or plan).  

· Go to Insurer & Health Benefits Plan SGD Approval Database

